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Can’t make it to Churchill Downs this May 4th? You can still 
get in on the Derby action because Linden Place Mansion is off 
to the races! Dig out your derby hat and bring out the seersucker 
jackets as we bring the spirit of the Kentucky Derby to Bristol, 
Rhode Island.  The ultimate derby watching experience, Linden 
Place celebrates Kentucky Derby Day in true Colt family fashion 
with mint juleps, live music, great food, live streaming of the 
145th annual Kentucky Derby, live and silent auction and more. 
With prizes for best-dressed, biggest hat, best-dressed couple 
and more this fundraiser for Linden Place Mansion is not to be missed! 

Tickets are $75, $65 for members of Linden Place with proceeds to benefit ongoing restoration and 
preservation of Linden Place Mansion. Last year’s party sold out so get your tickets early! Group ticket 
discounts available.  Call today for reservations at (401) 253-0390 or visit www.lindenplace.org for more 
information or to purchase tickets online.
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Linden Place Celebrates Women’s History Month
Extraordinary Women of the East Bay: An Exhibition of Images, 
Artifacts and Biographies

Visitors of all ages are invited to Linden Place Mansion this 
March to view a special exhibition that recognizes and celebrates 
sixty women who have made a difference in their communities 
- Barrington, Bristol, Jamestown, Little Compton, Middletown, 
Newport, Portsmouth, Tiverton, and Warren.

Sixteen local historical and preservation societies, museums, 
and libraries have contributed to the exhibit. Come learn about 
the lives and times of famous lighthouse keeper Ida Lewis; 
Queen Sachem of the Pocassetts, Weetamoo; leader in the fight 
for LGBTQ rights, Julia Pell; artist and suffragette, Sarah J. 
Eddy; artist and founder of the Mary Teftt White Cultural Center, 
Happy White, among others. Banners, with biographies and 
photographs, alongside artifacts and facsimiles make this a multi-
media exhibit. 

Linden Place Mansion will host the exhibit during Women’s 
History Month from March 5 - March 30.  Hours of exhibit are 
Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm. 

Admission is free and open to the public. This exhibition 
is sponsored by a generous grant from the Heritage Harbor 
Foundation.

2nd Annual Kentucky Derby Party at Linden Place Mansion

                Lydia B. Essex                        Josephine Silone Yates

Support the ongoing restoration and preservation of Linden Place with an afternoon of true southern charm and hospitality 
at Linden Place’s Derby Day Party on Saturday, May 4, 2019 from 4pm-8pm.

Please support our sponsors!    Charles E. Millard, Inc., Extreme Photo Booth, Sunshine Oil, Glorious Affairs, The Bay, 
Emery’s Catering, Blackstone Catering, Tom’s Market Catering, Two Gal’s Cocktails, New England Tent & PEAK Events
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Linden Place Welcomes 
New Caretaker

Last December we said good-
bye to Sean Booker, our caretaker 
of five years, when he and his 
wife Jen made the move to East 
Providence to begin new adventures. 
We wish them all the best and thank 
them both for their years of tireless 
service to Linden Place. Following 
a brief search, we were very excited 
to welcome Mark Baker as the 
new, first-ever, full-time caretaker.
Mark comes to Linden Place with 
a wealth of experience in carpentry, 
historic preservation, and general 
maintenance skills.

A graduate from the North 
Bennet Street School in Boston, 
Mark previously lived in Warren 
where he did restoration work for 
Scott’s Woodworks and furniture 
production for O + G Studio. He has 
also been a maintenance technician at Scalabrini Villa in North Kingstown. Mark and 
his wife Leigh, who is a published author and visual artist, are living in the caretaker 
wing with their blind rescue dog, Sadie. Mark says, “I’m grateful to have the unique 
opportunity to live and work in such a special place. I’m looking forward to continuing 
the tradition of care taking this historic home and grounds.”  

Mark, Leigh, and Sadie are a welcome addition to the Linden Place family!

Your donation dollars at work!
While this winter was relatively mild 

with little snow to speak of, our ballroom’s 
furnaces decided to call it quits during a 
January cold snap.  Mark Baker, Linden 
Place’s new caretaker, spent many hours 
monitoring the ballroom making sure that 
pipes were kept from freezing while one 
barely functioning furnace tried to keep 
up.  The furnaces, over 30 years old, were 
installed about the time that the Friends 
of Linden Place took ownership of the 

estate, and needed to be replaced as their life span was up.  Two new furnaces were 
installed in early February and the ballroom’s chimney re-lined to bring it up to current 
building codes.  Though this project will not be seen by visitors or event attendees, 
the $12,000 project was an essential one for Linden Place events, programming and 
event rentals. 

Thank you to all who donated to 
Linden Place’s 2018 Annual Appeal.  

With your generous support, we raised 
over $11,000 for the preservation of 

Linden Place!
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Celebrate Mother’s Day with 
the gift of music at Linden Place 
Mansion. 

Pianist and singer, Michael 
DiMucci, returns to the Linden 
Place Ballroom on Saturday, May 
11, 2019 at 7:30 p.m for the 
Mansion’s season-opening concert. 
Michael DiMucci, a Linden Place 
favorite, is an accomplished singer, 
songwriter, and pianist with a 
passion for Opera, Broadway 
and the American Songbook. His 

charismatic way engages his audience, and his professionalism and 
knowledge of everything music create a memorable performance. 
He has recorded two popular studio albums and has released live 
demos and recordings such as his most recent, “Primavera: Live 
at Linden Place”. 

Tickets are $20 for non-members, $15 for Linden Place 
members and $10 for Colt Circle members. Reservations are 
recommended as this concert will sell out. To reserve tickets, 
please call 401-253-0390 or visit www.lindenplace.org 

Linden Place’s Concert Series Continues!
From roots rock and folk to Broadway, pop and standards, we have all the musical bases covered this 
spring at Linden Place
Local roots rock and folk legends Becky Chace and 
Brian Minisce will perform in the Linden Place 
ballroom on Friday, April 5 at 7:30pm.

On Friday, April 5, Linden Place welcomes roots rock legends 
Becky Chace and Brian Minisce to the ballroom for an evening 
of eclectic music including folk, rock, Americana, pop, country,  
and blues tunes. Becky Chace will knock you over with her voice 
and her longtime sidekick Brian Minisce will help you get back 
up and stand at attention. Their vast catalog of original music is 
authentic, eclectic, and honest. Becky also covers artists as diverse 
as Irving Berlin, Johnny Cash, and Men at Work. 

Becky is a five-time winner of the Providence Phoenix Best 
Female Vocalist award 2000–2003, and 2005. What people talk 
about most when it comes to Becky’s music is her powerful voice. 
She’s been compared to Melissa Etheridge, Lucinda Williams, 
and Bonnie Raiit. Chosen Best Female Vocalist five times by the 
readers of the Providence Phoenix Best Music Poll, Becky has 
been called “one of the most celebrated singer/songwriters to 
come out of the RI area.” 

The performance takes place inside Linden Place Ballroom 
at 500 Hope Street, Bristol. Tickets are $20, $15 for Linden Place 
members and free for Colt Circle members. Reservations are 
recommended as space is limited.  To purchase tickets, visit www.
lindenplace.org or call the Linden Place office at 401-253-0390.

tenor and Pianist, Michael DiMucci, 
Presents a Mother’s Day Weekend 
Concert at Linden Place Mansion
Season opening performance will feature 
beautiful songs from Broadway, pop and 
standards that speak to mothers everywhere. 

Be sure to check out Linden 
Place’s newly designed website

The new website includes the professional redesign of Linden Place’s logo.
Bettina Bucco, our Museum Administrator, has been busy 

working with local website design firm, CC Inspire, to re-do 
Linden Place’s long outdated website. With an entirely new 
layout, features, fresh photography and easy-to-find information, 
we are getting ready to launch as this newsletter is being printed.
Visitors to the website will be able to purchase tour tickets as well 
as register for programs and special events.  Fresh photography 
provided by local wedding photographers make our new website 
stunning to look at.

Be sure to give us your feedback and enjoy our new site!
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Linden Place Mansion’s Annual Fourth of July 
Parade Picnic
The 4th of July at Linden Place 
- the best seat in town for 
viewing the nationally famous 
Bristol Fourth of July Parade!

As it has done for decades, Linden Place will host its Annual Fourth of July Parade Picnic on Thursday, July 4, 2019. Located 
directly on the historic Bristol Fourth of July Parade route, Linden Place will be offering bleacher-style seating, and tables and chairs 
under the shade of the Linden trees. Tour the mansion, stroll the gardens and soak up Bristol’s festive atmosphere. Tickets are $85 for 
adults, $55 for children and include breakfast and lunch. Linden Place members receive a $10 discount on every ticket purchased! 
Stop by the Linden Place office to reserve tickets at 500 Hope Street, by telephone at (401) 253-0390 or purchase tickets online at 
www.lindenplace.org. This picnic always sells out so don’t miss Bristol’s biggest event of the year and support the restoration of this 
historic landmark. There’s no place like Linden Place on the 4th of July!

It’s closer than you think!

Registration Open for Summer Arts Camp at 
Linden Place Mansion A Linden Place tradition for over 20 years!

Registration is now taking place for Linden Place’s Summer 
Arts Camp for Kids. This weekday creative camp, for camper’s 
ages 6-12, takes place on the historic grounds of Linden Place 
Mansion. Each day is packed with creative fun from 9:00am 
to 2:45pm as campers participate in a variety of activities from 
costume making, games on the Linden Place grounds, creating and 
acting out skits, dancing, arts and crafts, to writing and singing 
music. The one-week session is centered on a theme and ends 
with a performance staged by campers for friends and family to 
enjoy! 

Summer Arts Camp 2019 will take place July 8-12. Register early and 
receive a discount! Registration before April 1, 2019 is $200 per student ($225 
after April 1). Linden Place members receive a $25 discount per child! 

Sign up early as camp will fill up quickly. To register, please visit our 
website, www.lindenplace.org, visit or call the office at 401-253-0390.
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thematic tours are Back for the 2019 Season
Perhaps you have taken the tour of Linden Place Mansion several times either with a guide or on your own. 
This spring and summer, Linden Place offers a full line-up of thematic tours shat show the 

history of this 200-year old estate in a whole new light!  Come learn something new at Linden 
Place with these in-depth tours focused around different topics.

Throughout the year, Linden Place offers a full line-up of guided thematic tours that show the 
history of this 200 year-old estate in a whole new light.  Come and learn something new at Linden 
Place with these in-depth tours focused on different topics.  These thematic tours include:

Tales of the Slave Trade Walking Tour

Tour guide and educator, 
Robin Tremblay, begins 
her walking tour in front of 
Linden Place Mansion

Linden Place Museum hosts walking tours of Linden Place Mansion 
and downtown Bristol, focused specifically on Bristol’s DeWolf Family 
and their involvement in the transatlantic slave trade. The DeWolf 
family, Bristol’s premier family in the 18th and early 19th centuries, 
was once one of the largest traders of slaves in New England.  

Learn how Bristol, New England, and all of America were impacted 
by the slave trading DeWolf’s of Linden Place from museum educator, 
Robin Tremblay. 

Sat, May 25, 11am, Sat, June 29, 11am 
More dates to be announced soon!

**New** Linden Place Gardens and Grounds Tour

A special docent-led tour will focus on the statuary on the 
Linden Place Mansion grounds. Explore the grounds while 
you uncover the history behind the statues and the man that 

brought them to Bristol, Samuel 
Pomeroy Colt.

H e a r  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f 
Polymnie, the woman who 
graces the front lawn as well 
as the “rampant colts” placed 
throughout the lawns. As you 
tour the grounds, you will 
have a chance to appreciate the 
200-year-old mansion from a 
different view. Offered monthly 
May through September and by 
appointment.

UPCOMINg WALKINg tOUR DAtES: 
Sat, April 27, 11am, Sat, May 18, 11am, 
thurs, May 30, 3pm, Sat, June 22, 11am

thurs, June 27, 3pm For more information or 

reservations for any of our 

upcoming thematic tours, 

contact (401)253-0390

or 

info@lindenplace.org

o

o

The Ladies of Linden Place Tour –Hear the stories of the women who lived and worked at 
Linden Place Mansion through the ages at Linden Place’s “Ladies of Linden Place” Guided Tour. As 
you tour the 200-year old mansion rooms, the women of Linden Place come alive through portraits, 
photographs, artifacts and more.  Learn about generations of DeWolf & Colt women who lived at 
Linden Place and the daily lives and roles of ladies in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

The Ladies of Linden Place Tour – Sat, March 16 & 23
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4th Annual

Bristol Burger Bash!

Burgers, Beer & Bluegrass
Sunday, Sept. 29, 2019

1pm-4pm

Springtime is quickly approaching and with it comes Linden 
Place’s busy tour and event season! If you are looking to get out 
and about this spring, meet new people and be part of a close-knit 
community of dedicated volunteers, look no further than 500 Hope 
Street. No experience necessary!

Docents/Tour Guides
Do you have the gift of the gab? Want to share your love 

of history? Linden Place Mansion is looking for individuals 
interested in becoming tour guides in Bristol’s “great house”. 
Prospective docents need not have experience and will be provided 
with historical information and guidelines designed to help in the 
presentation of the story of Linden Place Museum to visitors.  Tour 
guides will have the opportunity to learn about Bristol history, 19th 
century living, and the history of Linden Place’s occupants, the 
DeWolf & Colt families.  Becoming a tour guide is a gradual, at-your-
own-pace process, a great way to learn about Bristol and RI history 
and an enjoyable way to meet new people in a relaxed, informal 
environment.  Students are welcome and encouraged to become 
docents to fulfill credits and community service requirements. 

Gift Shop/Office Volunteers
Volunteers are needed in the gift shop where duties include 

greeting and assisting visitors, answering questions about tours 
and upcoming events, answering the telephone, ringing up 
purchases and other light office work, as needed.  Becoming a 
Linden Place volunteer is a great way to get involved, give back 
to the community and meet new people.  No experience necessary 
and training is provided. Scheduling is flexible and both weekday 
and weekend shifts are available.

Garden Volunteers
Do you enjoy being outdoors and gardening?  Linden Place 

is looking for volunteers to help tend the gardens from early 
spring through late fall. Garden volunteers are welcome to work 
as a group or on their own at their convenience.  Just 1-2 hours a 
week has a big impact on the historic grounds.  Mornings, after 
school or work, weekends are all on option. Tasks include planting, 
watering, weeding and pruning. Green thumbs optional and no 
experience necessary!

For more information about volunteering at Linden Place, 
please contact museum administrator, Bettina Bucco at bbucco@
lindenplace.org or call (401) 253-0390.

Left: Tour guide, Robin Tremblay shows visitors the spiral staircase, Center: Gift Shop and office volunteer, Tessa Mediano, helps 
display books in the store.  Right: Greg Malloy waters a new planting in the Bosworth garden.

Save the Date
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“We are so happy to have this beautiful portrait on display at 
Linden Place,” says Susan Battle. “Mary DeWolf’s portrait adds 
another personal layer to the depth of this 200 year-old mansion’s 
story. We think this painting will be the perfect addition to the 
Ethel Barrymore room, as it is said that Ethel and Mary were on 
the stage together.”

Linden Place sincerely thanks Jennifer DeWolf and the entire 
DeWolf family for the permanent loan of this portrait.  Come and 
see Mary DeWolf French for yourself!  Tours for Linden Place 
members are always free of charge.

New Museum Acquisition 
Portrait of Mary DeWolf French

In  l a t e  Februa ry, 
Linden Place director, 
Susan Battle, was thrilled 
to accept an oil painting 
of DeWolf descendant, 
Mary DeWolf French, 
from longtime member, 
Jennifer DeWolf.

Says Jennifer, “The 
portrait is of Mary DeWolf 
French, my husband’s [Rev. 
Mark DeWolf] aunt, sister 
of Mark Sr.  He bequeathed 
it to us and it has hung on 
the walls of various homes 
we have lived in.  I really don’t know much about Mary except that 
apparently she was on the stage with Ethel Barrymore Colt.”

Mary DeWolf was the daughter of William Bradford “Willy 
B” DeWolf, grandson of James DeWolf.  Mary DeWolf married 
James Barnard French. This makes Mary the great granddaughter 
of James DeWolf, George DeWolf’s great-grandniece and 
Theodora’s cousin.

Mary was the youngest of five siblings including her brother, 
Mark Anthony DeWolf, and it is through his family that the portrait 
was passed down and recently given on permanent loan to Linden 
Place Mansion.

In the Linden Place 
gift Shop…

The gift shop is stocked with new publications, old favorites 
and a big selection of Bristol-themed merchandise. Linden Place 
members always get 15% off!

Upper Left: our new Bristol mugs 
feature prominent landmarks 
including the Mount Hope Bridge. 
Top Right: New books in stock. 
Bottom Left: Linden Place’s new 
hand painted ornaments. 

Upcoming Lecture: Spies of 
Revolutionary Rhode Island

Saturday, April 13, 2pm
Espionage played a vital role during the Revolutionary War 

in Rhode Island, both when the British and later the French 
occupied Newport and the 
rest of Aquidneck Island. The 
British and Americans each 
employed spies to discover 
the  sec re t s ,  p lans  and 
positions of their enemy.

Author Christian M. 
McBurney, for the first time, 
unravels the world of spies 
and covert operations in 
Rhode Island during the 
Revolutionary War.

R e s e r v a t i o n s 
recommended as space is 
limited. Call (401) 253-0390 
or info@lindenplace.org to 
reserve a seat.

Join Sip & Script for a night of 
Learning !

Join us at Linden Place for a night of pretty lettering! Whether 
you’re a stationery nerd, DIY Bride-to-be, or just a crafty person, 
in this workshop you’ll be learning an introduction to modern 
calligraphy with a pointed dip pen and ink. We will cover all the 
basics and get you ready to add those special lettered details to 
your snail mail, wedding paper goods, home decor and more! The 
perfect crafty night out!

Class includes 1.5 hours of instruction and demonstration, our 
beginner’s calligraphy kit (two nibs, black ink pot, 2 letter guides, 
tracing paper and straight pen holder), all Paper Source writing 
materials, and light bites and refreshments. Everything is yours 
to keep at the end of the night!

Visit www.lindenplace.org to register.
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Friends oF Linden PLace

 Linden Place is an 1810 Federal mansion 
designed and built for General George DeWolf by 
Rhode Island architect Russell Warren. DeWolf’s 
grandson, Colonel Samuel Pomeroy Colt, a later 
owner of the property, founded the US Rubber 
Company and the Industrial Trust Company.

 This extraordinary estate, in the center of 
downtown Bristol, consists of the mansion, lovely 
sculpture-filled gardens, an 1850’s carriage barn, a 
1902 ballroom, and outbuildings dating from 1750.

 The mansion is open to the public May-
October & December, Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm, Sundays 
from 12pm-4pm. January-April & November: Tues-
Fri, 10am-4pm, and by appointment year-round. 
The property is available for business and social 
event rentals, including weddings. 

MeMbershiP LeveLs

 • Student & Teacher $20
 • Individual $35
 • Family $45 
 • Colt Circle $100
 • Business $250
 • Benefactor $500

MeMbershiP beNefits
Unlimited free tours of the mansion and grounds. 
Discounted or free admission to the academic and 

cultural programs, concerts and events such as 
our Fourth of July Parade Picnic. 15% discount 

on museum store purchases. Annual subscription 
to the Linden Place News newsletter. Admission to 
our exclusive members-only events. Discounts on 

special event rentals after one year of membership.

P.O. Box 328
500 Hope Street

Bristol, RI  02809-0328
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